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the degrees that lacketh together, and so many degrees ye be
aparted from the equynoctiall toward the pole artik. By this
figure shal ye knowe when the starre is under the pole or above.
ALSO by this figure (see Plate II) ye maye knowe the houres
of the nyght for ye shall understonde that from lyne to lyne is
fol. 17?-   3 houres and everie xv dales the guardes1 chaunge an houre.
BY THIS compasse (see Plate III) ye maie lightly knowe how
many leges go to a degree in every poynt of the compasse
countyng xvij leges |2 to a degree after the opynion of those
fol. ijv that have the experience of the sea for so thei finde it.
Now THAT I have declared a parte of the sphere and with it
I have set owt the declynations of the sonne and certeyne rules
how thel shal take ther altitude of the sonne and northe starre,
whiche sufficeth for my purpose to shewe how everie pilat may
take ther altitude. Therefore nowe I entende as nye as god wyl
geve me grace to set furth the costes of the landes with ther
derotas and altitudes, shewyng every place how many degrees it
stondyth in and also every province what people, laye or secte
thei be of and of ther comodities.
AND AS the equynoctiall devideth all the worlde in ij equall
partes which we call the one meridional and the other septen-
trional, in likewise so dothe the lyne diametro devide all the
worlde in other ij partes from pole to pole, and the one of these
ij partes is called orient and the other Occident, and this line
passeth by the iland of ferro, which is the most occidental place
of al the iiandes of canaria, and here he devideth al the worlde
in ij partes the one toward orient and the other toward occydent.
And of these ij partes, the orient we wyll devide in iiij partes that
is Asia, the indie orientale, affrica and Europa. Asia and Europa
devideth the river Tanais which entreth into the lake meotides
which is in the se euxino. And asia and affrica devideth the ryver
nylus which entreth by alexandria. And asia and the indie
oriental devideth a river that is in the ende of persea whiche
1 Two stars in the Lesser Bear.
- Taking 4 milts to the sea league this gives 70 miles to a degree.
See Appendix II.